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A CHANCE OF A LIFETIME……… 

On Wednesday 13th February our Year 5 and 6 pupils had the privilege of meeting Mindu Hornick, a sur-

vivor from Auschwitz concentration camp, who retold her experiences as a child in the camp to her cur-

rent day as a survivor spreading her story so that nothing like this ever happens again. 

She first had lunch with our Pupil Leadership Team, Year 5 /6 staff and Senior Leaders, before delivering 

an extremely powerful speech an experience our children and staff will never forget!  She told staff and 

pupils of her calling to tell future generations of the atrocities, having been so lucky to survive. 

Mindu then officially opened our Remembrance Garden and unveiled a plaque to commemorate the 

occasion and planted a Wisteria that flowers in late spring. 

She also read a poem in Hebrew to our Year 3/4/5/6 pupils as 

part of  the Garden opening ceremony to which Mrs  

Miner responded in English. We all said the School Prayer to-

gether. 

The Remembrance Garden looks wonderful and will grow and 

evolve over the years to come as somewhere where children, 

staff and parents can reflect on lost loved ones. 

As a school we will be making a donation to a care home which  

Mindu currently supports in Stirchley. 

 

 

 

; 

 

Mindu’s key message was to never be a bystander, but to act to stop hatred. 



Ukulele Workshop and Concert 12/02/19 

 

 

 

On Tuesday Phil Rhind-Tutt brought the Aldridge Ukulele Band into school to work with Year 6 pu-

pils who have been learning the ukulele as part of their music lesson. During the afternoon they 

worked hard, learning several new songs in only 45 minutes which they then performed to the 

whole school at the end of the day.  The concert was enjoyed by the performers and the audi-

ence alike, and we look forward to them coming to visit us again before too long.  

 

One of Year 5 pupils pictured here  at the Chorister Day at Lichfield Cathe-
dral in January, had these comments about the day: 
 
"I had lots of fun being a Chorister for the day at Lichfield Cathedral.  I  
enjoyed meeting lots of new people and doing some new vocal exercises.   
We also got to spend time each other doing other activities,  I played 
Chess with some other pupils.  We had a tour of the Cathedral before we 
sang and learnt some of the Cathedral's history.   The Cathedral is a big 
venue to sing in so it was exciting and the concert was very good." 



REMINDER: British Science Week: 
8-17th March 

 

ENTRIES FOR THE SCIENCE COMPETITION ARE DUE IN ON  
26TH FEBRUARY!  

SEE BELOW FOR A REMINDER OF THE PROJECTS YOU CAN 
DO - HALF TERM IS A PERFECT OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO 

GET YOUR PROJECTS FINISHED. 

The theme for national British Science Week 2019 is 
‘Journeys’. Following on from great success in previous 
years Shire Oak Academy is again hosting a competition 
encompassing the national theme, for all of the primary 

partnership schools. 

All pupils are being asked to investigate any scientific 
journey. They could think about:-  

- Journeys that animals take in their lifetimes - for exam-
ple migrating birds 

- Journeys humans have taken into space like our very 
own Tim Peake 

EYFS & KS1: You can display your work however you like. 
For example you could make a model or a poster, write a 
poem or song that has a picture that goes with it or you 

could even film yourself using or talking about your work.  

KS2: Your entry needs to include a 3D model which could 
be a prototype or a full size construction. You must in-

clude a detailed explanation of work and why you chosen 
to find out about the subject you have chosen.

Entries will be judged by Dr Lea who will be looking for 
the most interesting, best researched and well-

presented pieces of work. 

If you would like to take part then you need to get your 
entry to your teacher by 26/02/19 

We will then select the winning entry for your category 
and send it to Shire Oak for judging. Winners will be an-
nounced at the Showcase Evening at Shire Oak Academy 

on Wednesday 20th March 2019. 

There will be prizes for first, second and third place.
We hope that as many of you as possible take part and 

we can’t wait to see what you come up with. 
Good luck! 

Rocket Fund! 5...4...3...2...1... 
Our Rocket Fund is due to launch on  

25th February...  

We need your help! We are raising money for some tech-
nology equipment, specifically some Raspberry Pi’s, 

which are mini computers, and asking for any donations. 
The funds will help our pupils with their  

coding which is an essential skill for their future. Please 
look out for the link, which will go live on the 25th  

February, to donate    

If you are unable to help personally, you or someone you 
know may work for a business that may be able to do-

nate to our cause! You can forward the link and see if the 
company can sponsor us any amount to help us on our 

way. You can donate anything from £1 upwards. 

Also in the link you can watch the video that our pupil 
leadership team put together to help with this fundrais-

ing- we hope you enjoy it and we hope you can help   
Remember to look out for the link on Rocket Fund launch 

day - 25th February!  

In the meantime you can learn more about the rocket 
fund here: https://rocket.fund/  

If we are one of the first 40 schools to raise £250 then we 
get a bonus £250, so please keep this launch date in your 
diary and either donate or pass the details onto a compa-

ny you think may be able to help us. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rocket.fund/


Parking Issues 

The School Office was again sent photographs of cars parked inconsiderately 

this week. Please stop and think before parking outside the school.

School House Badges 

Each child was recently issued with a School House Badge. Please ensure the badge is firmly 

affixed to their school tie.  The badge will go through the tie if a small hole is made in the tie 

first.   

Children should not be removing the badge at school as this is leading to lost badges / lost 

badge backs. 

If your child does lose the their badge or badge back a replacement can be obtained at a cost 

of £1 each from the School Office. 

Just a reminder… 

 

It’s Half Term next week, school will re-open on Monday 25th  

February. 

 

We hope you all have a great week! 



Welcome to Alison Bevan, our Interim Director of Finance, who  
started with us on Monday. Alison has a wealth of experience,  
working across large academy chains and will bring real  
expertise to the role, to improve and update our financial  
systems and processes and make them fit for purpose to support 
our financial strategy as a growing and successful  
Academy and Teaching School, ensuring that we are financially 
secure for our children for the future.  
 
We are also delighted to congratulate Jess Bolt on successfully completing her ap-
prenticeship and taking up a permanent post as Finance Assistant. 



 

 

 

YEAR 1 
Who is Andy Goldsworthy and what does he do?  

 

YEAR 2 
Can you design a new title for a book we have read in Year 2 ?    

 
YEAR 3 

What does camouflage mean? 

 
YEAR  4 

What is a prime number? Can you identify any prime numbers?  

 
YEAR 5 

What is the difference between an improper fraction and a mixed number? Can you convert from one to the other?  
 

YEAR 6 
With which units could you measure the area of the field?  

 
 

 

 

 

3F 

 

Well Done 
 



 

 


