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Language First Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many parents will have seen our banner on the school gates, giving an overview of this exciting Black  
Country-wide project! 

The Language First Bid was one of two successful Strategic School Improvement Fund Bids in the whole 
region - funded over the next 18 months, by The Department for Education, to ‘close the word gap’ and 

improve the life chances of children in the area.  
Victoria Day and I wrote the bid and lead the project with a steering group. The project will directly im-
pact on over 6000 children in this time, with Ryders Hayes being the central Hub and deliverer of train-
ing. Lucy Grimsley, our Early Years’ Governor, has been in to school last week to see the impact of this 

exciting partnership with Oxford University for herself.  She has been extremely impressed with the im-
plementation of new strategies in our setting already which this important research with Oxford  

University has created, and the benefits they are delivering for our children. 
This week saw the launch of the core of the project when our Teaching School hosted presentations 

from our key partners to over 100 staff from the first 20 schools across the Black Country to be support-
ed. There was real excitement from schools about the continuous improvement in EYFS already evident 

as well as the long term possibilities for future cohorts of children in the area.  
Nicola Hart, School Ready , Early Years Lead for Walsall Local Authority and Project Board member said: 
‘The Black Country and Walsall Local Authority is so lucky to have Ryders Hayes Teaching School leading 
on the Language First Project. At the launch we heard about some fantastic success so far, particularly 
how the children from Ryders Hayes have been involved in wonderful new learning opportunities that 
are exciting and lead to greater communication and interaction. We also heard about how the project 
was improving opportunities for children in other schools involved. I am confident that the Language 

First Project will have a lasting effect on staff, parents and of course many children during and beyond its 
initial phase. I would like to give a special thanks to Mrs Miner, Mrs Day and Mrs Tolley whose commit-

ment, passion and excellent organisation shines through this project.’ 
Sally Miner—Project Lead 



Christmas Jumper Day 

14th December 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 14th December 2018, all children are invited to wear a 

Christmas jumper or a Christmas top. We are asking for a  

donation of £1 to raise funds for Save the Children.  

If your child doesn’t have a Christmas Jumper why not add some  

accessories to an existing jumper such as Tinsel,  

drawings etc? 

All the proceeds collected will be donated to Save the Children. 

Children wearing a Christmas Jumper will still need to wear the rest 

of their school uniform as usual. 

Children not wearing a Christmas Jumper will be expected to wear 

school uniform on the day as normal. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fchristmasjumperday.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F07%2Fcjd-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fchristmasjumperday.org%2F&docid=bxHbjBNukx417M&tbnid=FDj7zlzVSvL40M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj5nduNxYjfAhUDIsAKHQfhC
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj7lIS8movfAhWIyIUKHViCBIgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdepositphotos.com%2F14923265%2Fstock-illustration-christmas-jumper-cartoon.html&psig=AOvVaw1jCZ1PGEmm7VIZT


 

 Tuesday 18th December 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traditional Turkey Christmas Dinner or Vegetarian  
Alternative—Cost £2.20 

 
Please return the slip that will be sent out on Monday, together 

with the money, by Friday 14th December to book your  
children’s Christmas Lunch. 

 
Please note these will be the only options available on 18th 
December other than bringing a packed lunch from home. 

 
 

 

 

, 

 

 

 

https://www.eastrenchamber.org.uk/tc-events/chamber-christmas-lunch-dec-18/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1ucbeuY3fAhVLzIUKHaMWBTAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fstock-illustration-santa-christmas-dinner-cartoon-illustration-claus-ready-his-meal-h


                                                                        

Congratulations to Erin in Year 4 
 

Erin recently entered a Gymnastics  
Competition at Walsall Gymnastics. The 

competition involved both Vault and Floor 
events.  

She achieved 1st place.  

This is Erin's 2nd competition there and the 
2nd time she has achieved 1st place. 

We are really proud of Erin and would like to 
share her achievements. 

A big thank you to everyone 

who attended the Christmas 

Market last Friday. 

 

Thanks to you and all the 

hard worked by the Friends 

of Ryders Hayes team a total 

of £1650 was raised on the 

night. 





Time to talk……... 



 

Goodbye Mrs Schwartz and Good Luck! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We will all be very sad to see Mrs Schwartz go at the end of this term. She has 
been successful in securing a full-time music post in a middle school in a neigh-

bouring authority and will take up her new post in January. 

Mrs Schwartz has been with us as our specialist music teacher for 8 years, hav-
ing taught Music across the school each week to thousands of pupils. 

In this time, we have seen Music grow at Ryders Hayes to include Junior and 
Senior Choir; Band; numerous performance opportunities as well as visits from 
performers and artists, including Laura Mvula, during our involvement in BBC 
Ten Pieces, and family events such as  the City of Birmingham Symphony Or-

chestra (CBSO) Family Concerts and other such live performances. 

We wish her well. 
 

After Christmas, we will be joined by Mrs Mitchell, also an ac-
complished musician and teacher, who has previously worked 
in Staffordshire for Entrust Music Service, leading the Lichfield 
and Rugeley Jazz Band; a trainer for Charanga Music (our mu-
sic scheme here at Ryders Hayes); leading community choirs 

and working in Staffordshire schools for many years as a music 
and peripatetic teacher. She has already worked with Mrs 

Schwartz to ensure a smooth handover for our music curriculum and instru-
mental tuition. I’m sure you will all give her a warm welcome, and our emphasis 

on music will continue to grow. 



Changes to Breakfast and After School Club Payments 
 

Starting in January 2019 we will be producing invoices for the provision offered in Early Ryders and Knight Ryders (Breakfast and After 
School Club) 

You will therefore need to ensure that the hours you are requesting are completed fully on the sheet as you will be invoiced for this 
amount as we have to staff on the information received and pay these staff. 

Late collection charges will also be monitored closely from this point on and could incur addition charges if this happens as per your 
agreement with school. 

The form for times/dates and provision requested will also need to be completed otherwise we would not be able to provide the service 
as we have to work to ensure that  staffing ratios for each session are appropriate. 

Can we please remind parents that school starts at 8.45am and children arriving before this time will not be allowed into school unless 
prior permission has been given or they are attending Early Ryders. 

We appreciate from time to time that there maybe emergencies and we will accommodate this wherever we can. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation 



 

 

 

YEAR 1 
Can you name an imperative verb?  

 

YEAR 2 
Can you compose a song that a famous explorer might sing ? 

 

YEAR 3 
What is a proper noun?  

 
YEAR 4 

Do you know any festive poems? Do you have a favourite Christmas poem or rhyme? 

 

YEAR 5 

Can you explain how we get night and day? 

 

YEAR 6 
When might we read a discussion text? 

 

 

 

 

6P 

 

Well Done 
 



 

 

 

 


