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Ryders Hayes School was invited by Wendy Morton MP, to take part in a competition in  

conjunction with the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy for the chance to win one of the Queen’s 

trees from the Woodland Trust.   

The Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy is a network of forests protected  forever in the Queen’s 

name. These forests are located within The World’s 53 Commonwealth countries who wish to 

harness their collective expertise and resources to protect and conserve the trees.. The Queen’s 

Commonwealth Canopy therefore aims to raise awareness of the value of these indigenous for-

ests whilst also highlighting their importance for the surrounding wildlife. 

To learn more about the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy visit                           

  https://queenscommonwealthcanopy.org/ and watch the video. 

We are pleased to announce that Harriet’s entry won 3
rd

 place in the competi-

tion and will go on the back of the card that will be sent to Her Majesty to 

Queen. 

On Friday 25
th

 October Wendy Morton delivered the Silver Birch sapling and planted it along-

side Harriet.  Well done Harriet, we are so proud of your achievement. 

https://queenscommonwealthcanopy.org/
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London trip  
Year 6 had a memorable trip to London last Friday. The year group 

had a tour around Parliament and then got to speak to Wendy  
Morton MP who came to visit. The day was finished with a ride on 

the London Eye. It was a fantastic day and one the children will never 
forget. 

 



 

Music Partnership 

After being so impressed with our Y5 and Y6 musicians at 

the Music Mash Up Workshop at Forest Arts Centre a few 

weeks ago, Shire Oak Jazz Band invited the same players 

to take part in a  

rehearsal this week up at 

Shire Oak. A minibus was 

sent to collect the children 

and Mrs Schwartz took 

them to the hour long  

rehearsal on Wednesday 

after school.  

All of the thirteen children 

who took part, played  

brilliantly! They played 

one of the pieces they had 

practised at Forest Arts Centre and also learnt a new 

piece during the rehearsal, which involved each player 

from Ryders Hayes and Shire Oak improvising a short 

melodic solo on their instruments!  

Well done to everyone that took part this week, you were 

amazing! 
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Tomorrow's Engineers’ Week is from 5th-9th November and aims to 
change perceptions of engineering among young people, their  

parents and teachers as well as inspirin future engineers. This year the  
campaign forms part of the Year of Engineering and at Ryders Hayes,  

pupils will have an opportunity to get involved in engineering  
activities across the school.  

Years 4, 5 and 6 will be watching the live 'Big Assembly' on 7th  
November which features engineers who focus on topics young  

people care about including: saving the environment, animal welfare, 
staying safe, health and entertainment and how engineers are  

working to make our world a better place. Linking with our History  
Focus Day (8th November) to celebrate 100 years of the RAF, we will be 

designing and making paper aeroplanes and discussing how  
future engineers will have to work on designing aeroplanes of the  

future that will have less of an environmental impact. They will have a 
mini-competition to see whose can go the furthest!  

You can get involved this October half term by trying any of the activities 
in 'The Holiday Makers'. Use the link below to get some parent  

inspiration!  

https://www.yearofengineering.gov.uk/theholidaymakers  

https://www.yearofengineering.gov.uk/theholidaymakers
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Ryders Hayes will be taking part in a jointly run operation between  

Walsall Council, West Midlands Police and our school, called  

Operation Encompass. Encompass has been set-up to help schools to 

provide support to children who have been present at incidents of do-

mestic violence. We know that children can be significantly physically or 

emotionally harmed when they are involved in, present or witness to  

domestic violence.  

The school will receive a confidential communication from the Operation 

Encompass Administrator before 10am on the morning after any  

domestic incident where a child at their school has been involved in,  

present, or witness to domestic violence.  

The school have designated staff as Key Adults. They have received 

training from Walsall Borough Council to allow them to use the  

information that has been shared in confidence to make sure that the 

right support is available for children and their families, who have been 

involved in or witnessed a domestic violence incident. 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to our pupils and we  

believe this is going to be extremely beneficial for all those involved. 

If you have any concerns or questions then please contact Mr McDonald 

in confidence and he will be happy to discuss this further. 
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October 

Right of the Month 

 

Article 31 

You have the right to relax and play and take part 

in a range of activities 

Talking Teatime Questions 

What is your favourite game to play at home and at 

school? 

Are all children able to play safely around the 

world? 

How many different activities do you take part in 

each week?  What do you like about them? 

In what ways do your teachers or family help you to 

relax and play? 

As a Rights Respecting School we learn about chil-

dren’s rights and how to respect the rights of others.  

Use the ‘Talking Teatime’ questions to discuss our 

right of the month with your families at home.  You 

can tell them all about how we learn about rights 

and how you are the Change Maker! Your teacher 

will be asking you about your teatime conversations 

throughout the month.  Don’t forget, a full copy of 

the rights can be found in your school planner. 
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Parking Issues 

The School Office was again sent photographs of cars parked inconsiderately this week. 

Please stop and think before parking outside the school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget…… 

 

The clocks go back on Sunday, October 28 at 

2am.  

 

School is closed for the half term  

holidays next week and the  

children return to school on  

TUESDAY 6th NOVEMBER 

 

Transfers to secondary schools in September 2019 

If your child was born between 1 September 2007 and 31 August 2008 he 

or she is due to transfer to a secondary school in September 

2019…..please complete your on-line application by 31st October 2018 

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/secondary_school_admissions 

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/clocks-change-tonight-when-why-14369029
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitleyabbeyprimary.co.uk%2Fassets%2FMrs%2520Phythian%2FImages%2FOctober-half-term.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitleyabbeyprimary.co.uk%2Fnews-archive2018.html&docid=3KI2MSkpeam7EM&tbnid=Hd8Otzp


 

 

 

 

YEAR 1 
Debate if the 1960’s was a good time to live in? 

 

YEAR 2 
Can you describe your proudest moment of Year 2 so far and explain why ? 

  

YEAR 3 
Can you create an Autumn poem? 

 

YEAR 4 
What is your favourite poem? Can you find a poem about World War I ? 

 

YEAR 5 

What are the rules for writing a haiku poem?   

 

YEAR 6 
Why is Charles Darwin still seen as being so influential with his thinking?  

 

 

RP 
100% 

Well Done   



 

 

 
 
This week, Year 3 have been working hard to write Autumn poetry which they have performed to 

the rest of the class. They have also enjoyed creating backgrounds using printing and leaves 

which will form a display for their work. They have been practising multiplication of two-digit 

numbers using partitioning as a method to help.  

 

This week in Maths, Year 4 have been developing our understanding of fractions by writing 

tenths and hundredths as decimals. We have shown these with a variety of representations and 

applied this knowledge in reasoning challenges. We have edited our newspaper articles and thor-

oughly enjoyed sharing these with our Year 2 colleagues! Editing Stations were used which helped 

us to focus on ways to improve and up level our writing. In History we have been posing historical 

questions about King Alfred the Great and researching with books and computers to find clues 

and answers to our questions. One question which left us puzzled was ,what does ‘prehistoric' 

mean? - Did you find out?? 

 

In Year 5 this week, we have been writing our own poetry in the form of haikus. We had to count 

the number of syllables in each word to make sure they followed the haiku rules. In Maths we 

have interpreted line graphs, and drawn our own based on information in a table. In Science, 

we have carried out our saturation investigation making careful observations and recording 

our results. In PE, we held mini football matches and we’d like to say a huge ‘Well Done!’ to all 

our Y5 swimmers who have had a successful first term learning this important life skill. Please 

note, lessons will continue for some after half term. 

 

Year 6 have had a great week reflecting on their trip to London last week. We have worked on 

writing about our experience and telling readers about what they cannot see from the cameras 

whilst in the Houses of Parliament. We have worked hard on our Maths by working on conver-

sions with measures and word problems involving these. We have also been completing research 

all about the Globe Theatre in London and why it was so important during the Tudor times. 

This week Year 1 have been learning all about poetry. We have focused our learning 

on “What is Pink?”. We have looked at different poets and poems. Our favourite is the 

‘Ning Nang Nong’. We have also been continuing learning about addition, we are 

doing really well! In History we discussed key events in the 1960’s including the 

moon landing, The World Cup and the first Dr Who! Year 1 have worked so hard this 

term and have really impressed their teachers. Well done. 

 

Year 2 have had a great last week to a super first half term. We have been working 

hard with our poems and our descriptive language in English and our multiplica-

tion in Maths. We are getting into some wonderful discussions in our votes for schools 

topics and enjoy putting our opinions forward. We hope all of year 2 have a lovely 

half term.  

 


