
Friday 9th March 2018 
www.ryders-hayes.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to make parents aware  that we are working hard to improve attendance and that the Government have set 
a benchmark of below 90% attendance as persistent absence. In order for us to support families who potentially may fall 
into this we may call them in for a school meeting initially in school, if the attendance drops below 95% , followed by a 
meeting with the attendance service, should the attendance continue to drop. Parents of children with attendance  of 90% 
and below could receive warning letters from the Attendance Service. Could we also remind parents that if your child is ill 
and they have visited a GP and/or been prescribed medication, then they should just bring a copy of the appointment/
medication to school so that the absence can then be recorded as an illness. If any parents have any concerns about their 
child's attendance they can speak to Mr McDonald who will be happy to help whereever he can. 

 

 

Over the last half-term, children from KS2 attended the Shire Oak Science Club. The children took part in a range of activities and repre-
sented Ryders Hayes with pride. Jayden from Year 5 has summed the experience up: "The Science club was six weeks of fun! The first 
session we had was about making electricity out of fruit and seeing which was the best! Next we experimented to find out which 
foods had protein in it- if it went opaque then we knew it contained protein. In the next session we investigated which parachute 
came down the slowest and in the final session we learnt about rockets. Jack and I lost, but it's not about winning, it's about taking 
part in what you want to do!" 

 Well done to all the children who attended and thank you to Jayden for his fantastic review. 

This week we had a visit from Gilly Tompkins, who plays the role as Granny in the theatrical perfor-

mance of David Walliams ‘Gangster Granny’. She spoke to all our children in assembly and then ran 

workshops with our Year 4 children.  Ryders Hayes impressed her so much that she sent this letter 

to us today: 

    ‘I just wanted to write to say what an absolute pleasure it was to visit Ryders 

Hayes School on Tuesday. From the moment I entered the building greeted by 

the lady on reception who was beaming, I knew I was going to love the school. 

First impressions always matter and there’s nothing like being greeted by a 

smile on the door, so thank you. 

     

    I then found the school to be full of smiling, courteous staff and thereby the 

children were the most polite and well mannered I have encountered so far. All 

so smart in their uniforms and wonderful at taking direction and above all 

listening. 

    The whole school was clean and creatively decorated and it had 

a real sense of calm - I wish I was a student again! 

    Warmest wishes, 

 Gilly Tompkins 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Inspiring Pupil Voice 



 

 

  

 

 

 



 

YEAR 1 

What distinctive features does your teddy have? (weight / height / colour etc) 

YEAR 2 

What was your biggest achievement at Chasewater and why? 

Or 

What did you discover from your Building Day with Mr Britton? 

YEAR 3 

What is a stereotype? 

YEAR 4 

Who were the Mayans and what did they contribute to the world? 

YEAR 5 

When and how do we use subordinating clauses in our writing? 

YEAR 6 

What is the difference between the meaning of the words 'affect' and 'effect'? 

 

 

 

 

British Science Week is fast-approaching 
and scientists throughout the school are 
preparing for our own Ryders’ Science 

Week beginning Monday 12th March. To 
assist with the preparations, could all chil-
dren bring to school a range of materials 
which you might find at home e.g. foil, 
egg boxes, fabric, plasticine (please, no 

home-made play dough), cardboard, plas-
tic etc. Thank you in advance for your 

help, these resources will help your own 
young scientist during Ryders Science 

Week. 

 

 

 

       2W & 5BH 

Well done! 

 

 


