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Entitlement 
 

1.1 Ryders Hayes School is responsible for admissions to Nursery classes and to Pre-
school, and this policy should be used to determine such admissions. Parents do not have a 
statutory right to appeal to an independent appeal panel in relation to nursery admissions so 
it is essential, therefore, that all admissions decisions can be justified by reference to the 
criteria stated below.  
 
1.2 A child is entitled to 15 hours a week, free learning in an early years setting from the start 
of the term following their third birthday, and an additional 15 hours (if parents are working 
more than 16 hours a week and family income is less than £100K and are eligible for this) for 
38 weeks in a full year and from the term they are three in Pre-school if eligible for a two 
year-old disadvantaged funding. The key dates are 31st December, 30th March and 31st 
August. This entitlement will be offered to parents on a termly basis dependent upon places 
available and either a morning or afternoon session will be allocated.  

 
Procedures for Ryders Hayes School Nursery and Pre-School. 
Nursery 
2.1 Ryders Hayes School Nursery can accommodate a maximum of 60 children for 15 hours 
and 52 for 30 hours. The patterns of attendance available are 30 children for each morning 
session and 30 children for each afternoon session in Nursery, with 26 each morning and 
afternoon in Young Ryders (additional 15 hours for working eligible parents). If you would 
like your child to come to this nursery, you must complete an application form and send or 
bring it to this school when your child is 2 years old, or as soon as possible after that. The 
governors will consider applications in accordance with the admission criteria. They will let 
parents know by letter of their decision early in April for a September start and where 
possible at least 4 weeks prior to admission, ordinarily this will be by the end of October and 
February for mid-year admissions.  If your child is offered a place, you must confirm your 
acceptance to the school by the specified date otherwise the school may have to offer your 
place to those on the waiting list.  The final decision on when a child is admitted, the number 
of hours a child is able to attend and his or her pattern of attendance, rests with the Head 
Teacher. Additional Wrap Around paid provision is available on request. 
 
Pre-school 
2.2 Admission to Pre-School is from the term after the child is two (see above). These 
sessions are payable or funded (see1.2) Early booking is recommended as places are 
subject to availability, for 15 hour places for two and three year olds and wrap around (paid) 
as required. Pre-school is available for 15 hours free learning for children who are three 
during the academic school year, and awaiting a Nursery place. 
 
 
Admission criteria  
3.1 The governors will consider all applications in accordance with the following criteria, set 
out in priority order. The length of time on any waiting list will not be taken into account.  
A Priority will be given for a Nursery place to those children born between September 1, 
2015 and August 31, 2016. Place will be awarded in Pre-School for children who turn three 
during the academic year. 
B “Looked after children – children in public care”, as required by the Education (Admission 
of Looked after Children) (England) Regulations 2006. Priority for admission shall be given 
to relevant looked after children or children who were previously looked after but immediately 
after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or special guardianship 
order. (An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoptions and Children Act 



 

2002. A residence order is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person 
with whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the 
Children Act 1989 defines a special guardianship order as an order appointing one or more  
individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians).)  
C Where a child has a brother/sister, half brother/sister (where the children share one 

common parent), step brother/step sister or fostered/adopted sibling living at the same home 

address (i.e. the genuine principal place of residence where they normally and regularly live) 

on the school roll at Ryders Hayes School and who will be still attending Ryders Hayes 

School in September 2018/2019. (Where parents have a shared responsibility for a child and 

the child lives with both parents for part of the school week, then the home address will be 

determined as the address where the child lives for the majority of the school week (i.e. 

three out of the five days). Parents will be required to provide documentary evidence to 

support the address they wish to be considered for allocation purposes.  

D If parents believe there are specific medical reasons for claiming priority for a child to 
attend a particular school, the relevant part of the preference form must be completed and 
evidence to support the claim must be submitted .This can relate to either the child or the 
parent, for example where one or both parents or the child has a disability that may make 
travel to a school further away from home more difficult.  
Requests for such consideration will be subject to verification by the school’s Admissions 
Committee. This is necessary because parents will be asking the Committee to assess the 
child as having a stronger case than many other children, some of whom may live closer to 
the school.  
Medical evidence must be submitted in writing from a medical practitioner and should state 

why the preferred school is the only school that can meet the child’s needs. 

E Where the child has attended Ryders Hayes Pre-School for one or more terms (full or part-
time), preference will also generally be given to a morning Nursery place. 
 
F If the nursery is oversubscribed within any of the above categories (A – E), then 
preference will be given to children who live closest to the school based on a straight line 
measurement from the entrance on Gilpin Crescent to the front door of the home (or main 
entrance to flats) to the main gate of the school, with those living nearest accorded the 
higher priority. (In all cases the ‘proximity’ criterion (the last named priority) is to be used as 
a tie breaker should the nursery be oversubscribed with applicants under criteria with a 
higher priority. Parents or guardians might be asked to submit evidence in support of their 
application; fraudulent information used at that time can lead to the withdrawal of a place 
and further children might be affected. In the event that we are unable to distinguish between 
applicants for the final available place, such as in the case of children who live in the same 
block of flats, then the final place will be randomly selected by drawing lots. The ‘home’ 
address to be used will be the current one at the time places are allocated and the one that 
parents either own or rent.) The geographic information system (GIS) that will be used to 
confirm the order of applicants is ArcGIS (ESRI.uk).  
 
4. Other information  
4.1 Applying for a place in Reception  
Admission to a reception class will be in accordance with Ryders Hayes School’s 
Admissions Policy. Admission to Ryders Hayes Nursery does not constitute any right 
of entry to Ryders Hayes School and places will be allocated according to the Ryders 
Hayes School Admissions Policy. Reception parents have the right not to send their 
children to school until the beginning of the term following their fifth birthday. Only in 



 

exceptional circumstances can children remain in the nursery beyond the normal admission 
date for reception classes (i.e. the September of the school year concerned).  
 
4.2 Schools and those with parental responsibility for a child:  
The definition of a parent in the Education Acts includes:  

 all natural parents whether they are married or not;  

 any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child 
or young person; and  

 any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person.  
Having parental responsibility means assuming all the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities 
and authority that a parent of a child has by law. It is defined by the Children Act 1989. It 
gives parents the legal right to make decisions and choices, such as where the child will live 
or go to school etc. If the parents were married to each other at the time of a child’s birth, or 
if they have been married to each other at any time since the child’s conception, they each 
have parental responsibility. Having care of a child or young person means that a person 
who the child lives with, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child, is considered 
to be a parent in education law.  
 
4.3  A Wrap Around provision is available to children who are admitted to Nursery from 
7:30 – 5:45pm charged at a competitive rate.  As well as Wrap Around, Pre-school is 
available for 15 hours free learning for children who are three during the academic school 
year, and awaiting a Nursery place. 


