
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Reception Early Learning 

Goals 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE 
 

30 to 50m 
* Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 

* Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 

* Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen next, recall and 

relive past experiences. 

• Questions why things happen giving explanations. Asks who, what, when, how. 
 

40 to 60m 
 * Able to follow a story without pictures or props. 

* Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations. 

• Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention. 

• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 

• Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 
 

ELG 
* They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant 

comments, questions or actions. 

* They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND 

EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

30 to 50m 
* Aware of own feelings. 

* Can play in a group, extending and 

elaborating play ideas, e.g. building up a 

role-play activity with other children. 

• Keeps play going by responding to what 

others are saying or doing. 

 

40 to 60m 
* Confident to speak to others about 

own needs, wants, interests and opinions. 

* Initiates conversations, attends to and 

takes account of what others say. 

• Explains own knowledge and 

understanding, and asks appropriate 

questions of others. 

 

ELG 
* They take account of one another’s 

ideas about how to organise their 

activity 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 

30 to 50m 
• Recites numbers in order to 10. 

• Knows that numbers identify how many objects are in a set. 

• Beginning to represent numbers using fingers, marks on paper or 

pictures. 

• Sometimes matches numeral and quantity correctly. 

• Shows an interest in numerals in the environment. 

• Shows an interest in representing numbers. 

* Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or 

making arrangements with objects. 

• Shows interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by 

talking about shapes or arrangements. 

• Shows interest in shapes in the environment. 

• Uses shapes appropriately for tasks. 

• Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, 

 

40 to 60m 
• Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name for 

each item. 

• Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count beyond 10. 

• Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. 

• Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 

objects. 

• In practical activities and discussion, beginning to use the 

vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting. 

• Records, using marks that they can interpret and explain. 

* Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘flat’ 2-D shapes, and 

mathematical terms to describe shapes. 

• Selects a particular named shape. 

• Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and recreate 

patterns and build models. 

 

ELG 
* They recognise, create and describe patterns. 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 
 

30 to 50m 
* Sings a few familiar songs. 

• Beginning to move rhythmically. 

• Imitates movement in response to music. 

• Beginning to construct, stacking blocks vertically and 

horizontally, making enclosures and creating spaces. 

• Joins construction pieces together to build. 

• Realises tools can be used for a purpose. 

* Creates movement in response to music. 

• Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand 

experiences. 

• Builds stories around toys, e.g. farm animals needing 

rescue from an armchair ‘cliff’. 

• Uses available resources to create props to support role-

play. 
 

40 to 60m 
 * Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 

• Understands that different media can be combined to 

create new effects. 

• Manipulates materials to achieve planned effect. 

• Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of 

resources. 

* Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 

• Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the 

same theme. 

• Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act 

out a narrative. 
 

ELG 
* They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 

and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 

form and function. 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD 

 
30 to 50m 

* Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. 

* Can talk about some of the things they have observed. 

• Talks about why things happen and how things work. 

 

40 to 60m 
* Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

* Completes a simple program on a computer. 

• Interacts with age-appropriate computer software. 

 

ELG 
* They know about similarities and differences between themselves 

and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

* They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 

some things occur, and talk about changes. 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
30 to 50m 

* Can stand momentarily on one foot 

when shown. 

• Uses one-handed tools and 

equipment. 

 

40 to 60m 
* Travels with confidence and skill 

around, under, over and through 

balancing and climbing equipment. 

• Uses simple tools to effect 

changes to materials. 

• Handles tools, objects, 

construction and malleable materials 

safely and with increasing control. 

 

 

LITERACY 
 

30 to 50m 
• Recognises familiar words. 

• Knows that print carries meaning and, in English, is read 

from left to right and top to bottom. 

*Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw. 

• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key 

events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 

• Beginning to be aware of the way stories are 

structured. 

• Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

• Describes main story settings, events and principal 

characters. 

 

40 to 60m 
• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

• Segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 

together and knows which letters represent them. 

• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters 

of the alphabet. 

• Begins to read words and simple sentences. 

* Gives meaning to marks they make as they write. 

• Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 

meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 

sequence. 

• Writes own name and other things. 

• Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful 

contexts. 

 

ELG 

* Children read and understand simple sentences.  

* They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and 

read them aloud accurately.  

* They demonstrate understanding when talking with 

others about what they have read. 

* Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 

ways which match their spoken sounds.  

 


