
                                                                                                                                                                                       

SMSC/RE  Year 5 

End of year expectations: by the end of year 5 children will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of some religions sharing the same beliefs 

and explain the similarities. They will be able to explain different ways in which religion is expressed and share their thoughts about belonging 

to a religion or group. Children will also be able to draw on their own experiences and those of others to explain their ideas. 

Level Beliefs and 
teachings 

Practices and 
lifestyle 

Expressing 
meaning 

Identity and 
practice 

Meaning and 
purpose 

Values and 
commitments 

 
 
Year 5 
 
 
 

Explain how some 
beliefs and 
teachings are 
shared by 
different religions 
and how they 
affect the lives of 
individual 
communities  

Explain how 
religious life and 
practice affects 
the lives of 
individuals and 
communities 

Explain how 
religious beliefs 
and ideas can be 
expressed in a 
variety of forms 
using correct 
terminology 

Recognise and 
express feelings 
about their own 
identity in light of 
their learning 

Explain why there 
are differences 
between their 
own and other 
people’s ideas 
about ultimate 
questions 

Express their own 
and respond to 
other people’s 
values and 
commitments in 
light of their 
learning 

 
Examples for year 
5 
 
 

Explain how a 
belief in life after 
death affects the 
actions of 
individual 
Christians and 
Hindus and how it 
is seen in the 
practices of their 
communities   

Explain how going 
to worship 
regularly makes a 
difference to the 
lives of Muslims 
and their 
communities 
 

Explain what 
various Christian 
denominations 
believe about the 
meaning and 
practice of 
communion, using 
correct 
terminology 

Talk about how 
the meaning 
behind the Pesach 
plate could be 
related to their 
own lives, e.g. 
What ties me 
down? What sets 
me free? 

Explain the 
different 
responses 
including a 
personal point of 
view to ‘human 
beings have 
souls’. Discuss 
why there are a 
variety of 
responses 

Make an informed 
response to a 
statement such as 
‘treat others as 
you wish to be 
treated’ 


